Brief comment text:

To: Federal Communications Commission  
Subject: Opposition to FCC Public Notice August 2024 – NextNav Proposal  
From: Meshtastic  
Date: August 11, 2024  
Proceeding: 24-240  

Dear FCC,

The Meshtastic project, which represents a global network of developers, users, and advocates for open-source, low-power, decentralized communication systems, is writing to oppose the NextNav proposal in response to the FCC Public Notice from August 2024. Our primary concern is the potential impact this proposal could have on access to radio frequencies that are essential for decentralized and community-based communication networks.

**About Meshtastic**  
Meshtastic is an open-source initiative that uses low-power radio technologies, such as LoRa (Long Range), to support long-distance, decentralized communication. Our goal is to empower individuals and communities by offering tools for building resilient communication networks, especially in areas lacking traditional infrastructure. Our devices use unlicensed frequency bands, enabling communication over long distances without relying on centralized systems.

**Concerns with the NextNav Proposal**  

1. **Interference with Unlicensed Bands**:  
The NextNav proposal seeks priority or exclusive access to frequency bands that overlap with those used by unlicensed, low-power devices like Meshtastic. This could cause interference, potentially impairing the performance of decentralized networks and restricting their use, especially in rural or underserved areas where these networks are crucial.

2. **Impact on Innovation and Open-Source Projects**:  
Meshtastic and other open-source projects benefit from experimenting within the unlicensed spectrum. Providing exclusive or prioritized access to these frequencies could hinder innovation, limit application diversity, and restrict the development of alternative communication technologies. The open-source community is vital for advancing wireless technology and ensuring its accessibility beyond large corporations.

3. **Public Safety and Community Resilience**:  
Decentralized networks like Meshtastic are crucial during emergencies, offering communication in areas disconnected from traditional infrastructure. Limiting access to the necessary spectrum could undermine community resilience and public safety, particularly in disaster-prone or remote regions.

4. **Equity and Accessibility**:  
The unlicensed spectrum allows individuals and communities to build their own communication networks without costly licenses or subscriptions. The NextNav proposal could create obstacles for small operators, hobbyists, and underserved communities who rely on this spectrum to bridge the digital divide.

**Conclusion**  

Given these concerns, we urge the FCC to carefully consider the potential negative impacts of the NextNav proposal on decentralized and community-driven communication networks. We support maintaining unlicensed access to these crucial frequency bands to foster innovation, community resilience, and public safety.

We respectfully request that the FCC reject NextNav’s proposal as it stands and consider a more balanced approach that safeguards the interests of open-source projects, community networks, and the public at large.

Sincerely,
Casandra Silva
SilvaCasandra@gmail.com
